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skills; in artistic disciplines the focus is on the
development of creativity and talents.
Academic titles awarded reflect the nature of
the study programmes (e.g. Ing., MUDr.,
MVDr., Mgr., JUDr., PhDr., RNDr., ThDr.).

Doctoral programmes (normally three years,
ISCED 6) are designed for Master degree
holders and focus on scientific research and
independent creative activities in research
and development and in artistic disciplines.
Those who complete doctoral programmes
are awarded the academic title “doctor”
(Ph.D, Th.D).

Bachelor and Master programmes are open to
applicants who have passed a “maturitni
zkouska” examination and meet the relevant
entry requirements which, at most universities,
include entry examinations. Admittance to
a “following” Master programme is conditional
upon proper completion of a Bachelor
programme. HE institutions and faculties may
set further entry requirements. All three types
of programme may be studied full-time or part-
time, or as distance education or in
a combined form.

Traditional HE institutions provide all types of
study programmes. Private HE institutions
provide non-university education — mostly
Bachelor programmes. Studies at HE
institutions are divided into semesters, years or
blocks. The academic year is 12 months and
its beginning is determined by the rector.

Studies in the Czech language at public and
state HE institutions are free of charge.

GOVERNING AND SUPERVISORY
BODIES

The central governing body covering the entire
education system is the Ministry of Education,
Youth and Sports (MoOEYS) which formulates
strategic documents and proposes the relevant
legislation.
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Nursery schools, basic, secondary and post-
secondary technical schools are administered
by education departments of 14 regional
authorities. Municipalities establish or close
down, in agreement with the regional
authority, pre-school facilities, basic schools
and their facilities. The quality of the
educational provision is supervised by the
Czech School Inspectorate.

The quality of higher education is fostered by
the Accreditation Commission (AC) which
evaluates educational, scientific, research,
artistic and other creative activities. The MoEYS
takes account of the AC in issuing its decisions.
On its own initiative or at a request by the
MoEYS the AC carries out evaluation of
accredited activities of HE institutions, and in
the case of private HE institutions also
institutional evaluation.

FUNDING

Nursery schools, basic, secondary and post-
secondary technical schools are mostly funded
by the state from the MoEYS budget and from
the budgets of regional and municipal
authorities. Normally a method of funding
based on the number of persons educated is
applied. Financial resources for staff wages,
textbooks and teaching aids are allocated to
regional authorities by the MoEYS. Operational
and capital costs are covered by regional or
municipal authorities.

Public HE institutions are funded from the state
budget through the MoEYS. The level of the
funding depends on the long-term plan of the
school, the type and financial requirements of
accredited study programmes, the number of
students and the results achieved. Private HE
institutions which have the status of a public
benefit organisation may receive similar
funding.
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Education System
of the Czech Republic

Basic facts about the country

Population:

Area:

Density of population:
GDP per capita (PPS):
Structure of employment:

Average unemployment rate:
Public expenditure on education
(% GDP):

10,2 million

78,864 km?

130 inhabitants per km?
14,400 EUR (2002)
agriculture 4.5 % (2003)
industry 39.4 % (2003)
services 54.6 % (2003)
9.9 % (2003)

4.7 % (2002)

Number of pupils and students in 1993-2003:

1200

Basic schools
1000
800
1%2)
2
§ 600 Secondary schools
o
i -
= 400
Higher education institutions
200
Tertiary technical schools
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AGE GRADE Explanations: final examination |:| entrance requirements (examination)

I0RCE

final examination + apprenticeship certificate

maturita examination

absolutorium

—> next educational level

9 labour market

final state examination, rigorous state examination, doctoral state examination
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