Annex E01


CALL FOR PROPOSALS

for the EQUAL Initiative, Action 2 

issued by 

Ministry of Labour and Social Affairs of the Czech Republic (Contracting Authority)
Na Poříčním právu 1, Prague 2

1. Publication reference

2002/000-282.08.02

2. Purpose of the grant scheme

Support of equal access to employment, reducing discrimination and inequalities on the labour market

3. Programme and Financing sources

Programme: 
EQUAL Initiative

Financing Sources: 
EU Budget line (50%)

Budgetary chapter of MoLSA-co-financing of EU Programmes (50%)

                                  under Phare National Programme 2002

4. Nature of activities, geographical area and project duration

The projects implemented under this Grant scheme should contribute to improvement of equal access to the labour market and to reducing discrimination and inequalities on the labour market

(a) Geographical area: whole territory of the Czech Republic

(c) Maximum project duration: 30 months

For details, see the "Guidelines for Applicants" referred to in item 12.

5. Overall amount available for this Call for Proposals (Action 2)

EUR 6.650.000 

6. Maximum and minimum grant amounts

(a) Minimum grant for a project: EUR 100.000 (50.000 Phare + 50.000 Czech state budget)

(b) Maximum grant for a project: EUR 750.000 (375.000 Phare + 375.000 Czech state budget)

(c) Maximum proportion of project costs to be covered by funding from public sources (joint Community and Czech sources): 100 % (50% Phare  + 50% Czech state budget)

7. Maximum number of grants to be awarded

12 grants.

ELIGIBILITY CRITERIA

8. Eligibility: Who may apply

Applicants must comply with the following conditions in order to be eligible for a grant:
· be an organization, registered and located in the Czech Republic. The applicant together with his development partnership must be able to declare that they have appropriate links to the region and the facilities to implement the project and provide for its sustainable benefits.

· be directly responsible for the preparation and management of the project, not acting as an intermediary;

· have stable and sufficient sources of finance to ensure the continuity of their organization throughout the project and, if necessary, to play a part in financing it;

· be experienced and able to demonstrate their capacity to manage larger scale activity corresponding with the size of the project for which a grant is requested.

Potential applicants and their partners are not entitled to participate in Calls for Proposals or be awarded grants if:

· they are bankrupt or being wound up, are having their affairs administered by the courts, have entered into an arrangement with creditors, have suspended activities or are in any analogous situation arising from a similar procedure provided for in national legislation or regulations;

· they are the subject of proceedings for a declaration of bankruptcy, for winding-up, for administration by the courts, for an arrangement with creditors or for any similar procedure provided for in national legislation or regulations;

· they have been convicted of an offence concerning professional conduct by a judgement which has the force of res judicata (i.e., against which no appeal is possible); 

· they are guilty of grave professional misconduct proven by any means which the contracting authority can justify;

· they have not fulfilled obligations relating to the payment of social security contributions in accordance with the legal provisions of the country where they are established; 

· they have not fulfilled obligations relating to the payment of taxes in accordance with the legal provisions of the country where they are established;

· they are guilty of serious misrepresentation in supplying the information required by the contracting authorities as a condition of participation in a Call for Proposals or contract;

· they have been declared to be in serious breach of contract for failure to comply with obligations in connection with another contract with the same contracting authority or another contract financed with Community funds;

· For further detail please see sections 2.1.1. and 2.1.2. of the Guidelines for Applicants available either on the web-site of National Training Fund http:.//www.nvf.cz/equal or in a hard copy 

at the NTF headquarters: Opletalova 25, Praha 1, contact person – Mgr. Jana Kostková (phone: 02/24 500552, fax: 02/24500501, e-mail: kostkova@nvf.cz).

PROVISIONAL TIMETABLE

9. Provisional notification date of results of the award process

Approx. 6 weeks after the deadline for submission of project proposals

AWARD CRITERIA

10. Award criteria

Applications will be examined and evaluated by the Contracting Authority with the possible assistance of external experts.  All applicants' projects will be evaluated according to the following criteria:

(1) Administrative compliance

(2) Eligibility of applicants, partners and projects

(3) Evaluation of quality of proposals and financial evaluation

For further detail please see sections 2.3. Evaluation and Selection of Applications of the Guidelines for Applicants available either on the web-site of the National Training Fund (NTF) http://www.nvf.cz/equal or on a hard copy 

at the NTF headquarters: Opletalova 25, Praha 1, contact person – Mgr. Jana Kostková (phone: 02/24 500552, fax: 02/24500504, e-mail: kostkova@nvf.cz).

APPLICATION FORMALITIES

11. Application format and details to be provided

Applications must be submitted using the standard application form attached to the Guidelines for Applicants mentioned in item 12 of this Call for proposals, whose format and instructions must be strictly observed. For each application, one signed original duly initialed on all pages and five copies of this original must be supplied by the applicant. Furthermore, for the reason of easier data processing, the applicant has to submit the application and the annexes on a diskette. The applicant has also to submit the respective supportive documentation in two copies.
12. Deadline for applications

 The deadline for reception of applications is June 20th, 2002 at 17.00 o´clock.

Any application received by the Contracting Authority after this deadline will not be considered.

13. Detailed information

Detailed information on this Call for Proposals is contained in the document "Guidelines for Applicants", which is published together with this notice on the Internet web-site of the NTF: www.ntf.cz/equal.  Detailed instructions how to complete the Logical framework and the Grant application form are also available on this web-site. Guidelines for Applicants and other documentation for the Call for proposals will be available in a hard copy at the NTF headquarters: Opletalova 25, Praha 1, contact person – Mgr. Jana Kostková (phone: 02/24500552, fax: 02/24500501, e-mail: kostkova@nvf.cz).

Any questions regarding this Call for Proposals (including the Publication Reference of this Call for Proposals shown in item 1) should be sent by e-mail kostkova@nvf.cz or by fax 02/24500501 to the National Training Fund. All applicants are encouraged to consult the above Internet web page regularly before the deadline for applications since the NTF will publish the most frequently asked questions and the corresponding replies.
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